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t-fiuts i revulenonarv client of moud 
None of this- would cut any icewith-piro-- 


Where the corn would grow, 

as: a Pabbaywoman called ltinasongshe 
made;; is now owned by a.;lioyd’s broker 
‘fora help with his taxes’. 

i David Craig 

Burmn-in-Kendail , . V ^ ' 

Rereading the Zonnets 
Havmg.iead ThtArtqp Shakespeare^ Sonnets 
from covier to cover (againstHelen Vendler’s 
advice), I believe .there are disturbing im- 
plications in her approach, outlined in Tom 
Paulin’s review (LRB, 22 January).Her read- 
ing and commentary rest on two pillars; 
The first is her premise that each sonnet 
must be read as ‘a contraption made of 
“words’”; Paulin approvingly quotes her: ‘I 
do not regard as literary criticism any set 
Of iemadcs;ib 6 ut' ayo^^fuMswbuidi Hp 


us back Into the ‘paraphrasable proposit- 
ional content*. • ••• 

Vendler’saltemative View ofcriticisin is 
Still more evident ' in : her cdmmehtaiy bn 
sonneti 5 -.The^key word’ iffsaid to be'you’, 
even though it doesn’t occur in- the fiist 
quatrain. ‘I suggest,’ writes Vendler^'itis 
phonetically hidmgm “H 0 ge”, chosen pre- 
cisely for its anticipation of you;’ VThjr is 
night ‘sullied’ in- die same sonnet? ‘i- ^ve 
no doubtthatnight . . . is sullied because the 
young are youthfulf and time is'waitfhll.’ 
Vendleradds: ‘thesonnetis bound together 
by one of those 

^gramratic semantic strings in wlucE 
Shakespeare delights.’ If there is any de- 
light hereldoubt if Shakespeare has ahand 

init " ;• '•r"-'--' 

The entire undertaking is based on a 
single proposition: the rejection of an 


happened In die uirs between iqbo ind 
1968 , there was a cultural and political re- 
volutibh-'m’the United " States 1 ' which* alter- 
«-d eurylhim- for everybody Kennedy, Ni\- 
on^d Johnson ‘form the enchanted^ or be- 
- witched^ Jnaid* or -triSngifev&i^ 
power and fascination. Dr h&rtih^^udier 
King is the slain hero and absent kni^it 
who 1 -' though they : dbn , t r ^^: yrtil rHig 
in-school- feU 'vucSm to- die -swords-^of ell 
difee; ; -' -r •Vf--- 


Idabie'.Mems^S^ 


version plans bad the merit of being true; 

But he couldlnot afford to' admit- thiS''pul£ 

l’clv Mu 1 tlius Ind >ie> choice but to go te 
red ill ri rvhui (he shocking’ news of 1 
Rj s»nn response beume known I veil then 
kolv.r MeN-»iii.tra and McOeurge Bundy 
opened- the fimt meetingof his advisers by 
iv. i" 1I1 it die problem was prmcipili. one 
of American'domestic politicsirCIhatelus- 
ue, "olekn second term again.) It was Ken- 
nedy hi.nsi.lf who SLCiedy tipcd the mccr- 
ings of this Executive Committee or Ex- 
Comm «owee inhcl m . (hose 

h-s e.wnwortl >with -.omeeare, and some eve 
for the record- * t « „ u . 

John I Mc( lov, who implemented die 
deci on to intern the J tpanese Americans 
lirtr *941 ind who chaired the conimitLee 
(hat decided on th. Hiroshima ind Nipi 
s iki bombings and who ran occupied C.cr 
inmv is a satrapy tfter the wir, and who 
w is liter to serve as i trusiv on die Warren 
Commission, ind who was in every other 
respect die hardest of imperial and Cold 
War hardliners, told Theodore Sorrnsciiafter 
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[ cousins, too, as a gesture towards die 'spec- 
ial relatidnship’J •’ A „ 

Hersh Mps .k,r in, amold- mystery; 
which.involves'KenDedy^sifimousreluct- 
mcetruom.nit.i -.et uiulvMvenf.iir-cnvtrin 
the iure<lgoo,ns hehad Jandei:at the Bayof 
Pigs. This decision, which only guaranteed 
| an outcome already certain, has been used 

§ for yearsiby the Right as evidence of a ‘stab 
h . in the back*. It also, and not only for para- 
f noids, fiimishesa motive for lethal Kennedy- 

N; hatred among' disaffected ^ClA and Mafia 


Kennedy ever got power, he would institute 
a fascist form ofgoverament) -One also re- 
minibuswharmost \mencan libct.iN h.ivo 
organised themselves to forget, which is the 
prominence , of both Kennedy; boys in the 
inquisitorial campaign of Senator joseph 
McCarthy. ... 

I once had a Latin, teacher who assur- 
ed me that if I did what in^fect 1 never 
did; and applied myrelf thorougWyto 
Julius Caesar’s De Bello Galhco fConcen- 


suddenly suited him to say that his Cuba fol- 
lies hadbeenbequeathedhytheEisenhower- 
Nixoni-Administration.) Andfo 'the? mean- 
time, keeping all his options ‘open’ while 
hesquan'deredthe substanceof democracy, 
he stalled on civil rights and flattered the 
Dbtiecrats and prepared for another test of 
machismo in Indochina. This astonishing 
show, and the adoring press coverage that 
it reaped,, was watched open-mouthed by 
Richard Nixon, whose bent Presidency dif- 
fers from other consequences of Kennedy- 


way. \He ; fhrew ; away much of this gain by - ^ ; 

pursuingKennedy^s fantasy of standing tall > K 

in Indochina (where the-military Neander- 
thals like Curtis LeMay, who had wanted 
pre-emptive nuclear- war- over Cuba; were 
allowed to test their strategic bombing 
theories onlive subjects). He had to be ever- 
watchful of the pro-Kennedy fanatics who 
reftsedanydeviatkmfrom ‘Jack's’ -line and 
who seemed to think, as the partisans of 
Raul Castro now think, that the proper suc- 
cession should anoint a brother and not a 


types, insofar as the two species may be dis- 
tinguished. The explanation turns out to 
bi nljnvch simple ind consiMenrwuh the 
known facts. Kennedy was waiting to hear 
that Castro had been assassinated in Hav- 
ana. When he didn’t hear, he calmly betzay- 
edthe mjercenary force asthelawsofreal- 
politik required ofhim. He forgot to confide 
in Arthur Schlesinger, but Aleksandr Fur- 
senko and Timothy Naftali, m their auth- 
oritativerOnc Helt of q Gamble,’, also state 
plainly that; ‘theKennedy. Admin istration 
had expected Castro to die before he could 
rally supuort lor destroying the invasion ’ 
The'expj^.bitdiduotdepend.onthe^adr 
vice of astrologers, and the verb ‘to die’ 


trate, Hitchens-), I would discover that most 
of tire great general’s lauded victories were 
die anxious outcome ofself inflicted defeats. 
Since Caesarrefied so heavily on the abortive 
expedient of partition, I am now sure with- 
out checking that this was so. Borrowing 
explicitly from the Joe McCarthy style; JFK 
in 1960 ran against Eisenhower and Nixon 
.fromthe rigjht - accusing them of selling 
out to Russia by allowing the development 
of a ‘missile gap’, and impugning them 
for being soft on Castro. He knew that he 
wasengaged;in?lies-and:defamations,aDd 
tilatinboth instances the : truth was the re- 
verse of what be claimed. He also, as Hersh 
shows conclusively, used gangster muscle 


ismh&m^inhainhghCT 

tiling that Nixon learned in 1968 and 1972, 

from the manipulation of foreign crises to 

the employment of underworld bagmen to 

theinsinuationoftreacheryandweaknessin 

high places, he had gleaned from his i960 

defeat 

Here one ought to pay a small debt ofhon- 
our.ThoseofuswhogrewupdespisingLyn- 
don Baines Johnson don't have to take back 
veiy much. As senator and as'Presideht,. he 
was a bully and a lout and an arm-twister, 
and at least as a senator he confused public 
and private monies on a heroic scale. But it 
is impossible to read Michael Beschloss’s 
new book, Tahng Charge: Hie Johnson White 


lowly Vice-President But he had genuine, 
confused misgivings over the wisdom of the 
Vietnam ‘commitment’, and eventually re- 
signed from public life over it ' (It's almost 
touching tosemtinise thelate-night conver- 
sations between LBJand that old reactionary 
shellback Senator Richard Russell, and to 
hear the two of them saying that this Viet- 
nam Warsure is a stupid proposition.and 
that it’s high time to recognise ‘RedChina’— 
except who wants to be called a Commie 
sympathiser not just by Dick- Nixon but by 
Bobby Kennedy ? ) Yet it k.ist,onhisway«)ut, 
Johnson did leave behind a time-bomb that 
could and should have 1 destroyed Richard 
Nixon. 
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Waiergate inquiry .mil browbeaten wirh ex- 
actly rhisforc irofn.pns.il ioTeif man's dis 
gust, Ibis tactic was: succe&fid with several 
Democratic luminaries on the committee 
staff- among them the young Hillary Rod- 
ham - and as aresult Nixon was able to leave 
power with the moral equivalent of a plea- 
bargain.; One consequence of that period 
of moral and political leniency,’ misrepre- 
sented by self-pitying Nixonites as a lynch- 
ing, wasj that Nixon's estate kept hold of 
reek^dre&p^^ 

Only thanks to Professor Stanley Kutier of 
the University of Wisconsin, who sued for 
the release of the tapes and has now edited 
and annotated them with greatpanache, do 
we now have something like a clear record. 
On the tape for 23 June 1972 - the day ofthe 
so-called' 'smoking gun' conversation be- 
tween Nixon and Haldeman — not only do 
foe two; desperate men discuss using -the 
CIA to cut off the FBI investigation of the 
burglary, but Nixohis heard clearly to say: 

' Whenjraugetin-foesepeh 
problem^ 

wholeBayofPigsdung.andthePresidentjust 
?feels that?fewithout?gouig!ina»rthedetails 




of a comedy of errors, bizarre, without getting 
10 it- 1 her indent hen r k ill it du it 

a .iprii dit it hole bav orihps thing up 

- 


It was the politicisation of one state police lance of an offic 

agency, m the effort to suborn and corrupt' m retelling foe 
another one, that in the end meant Nixon' harm" " 
had to go. We used to have to guess atwhat I had almost 

dread secret.from Camelot he used m his Marnn Luther 


ostnotune 
ild do most 


extremity. At least now our guess can be an 
educated one. 

In Pillar; of Fire, the second volume of 
Taylor Branch's biographytof Martin Luth- v ‘ 
er King,, we learn more about the.extreme 
domestic-cowardice that was the domestic 
counterpart to tiie Kennedys’ overseas im- 
perial bluster. After the bombing of a black 
church in .Birmingham, Alabama and the 


. I had almost finished writing this on the 
Martin Luther King holiday, the day after 
which Bill Clinton's own vulgar and exploit- 
ing and finally trivial past almost caught 
up with him. It's in reading Branch’s bio- 
graphy ofKing that one may still lay hold 
of a worthwhile strand in the narrative. 
Whilea successionofinsecureanddishon- 
est statesmen committed' high^enmes^hd 
misdemeanours at home and abroad, al- 
w lys justifying thcmsclve s l»v tfc irofbeing 


and tbtir public examples* iherc was ccrt- 
utiih moic on tin. King tapes than virbil 
obscenity There is 1 great dull of foul 

mniTfh tallr m'riiP.WiiiwMhi t.^ 


Clinton capes’are ofinterest for serious pur- 
poses not because of the lipstick stains; 
but because 'of the possible use of lipstick 
subsidy [that of the Revlon Company, on 


death of four small girls, JFK temporised thoughtweak, orbya terrorofbemgunder- 
like mad in the fteeofracism and mtimidat- cut by a'rival, or by simple fear of tbe con- 

ion, Iri a meenng with Birmingham’s white tents of J. Edgar Hoover's pnvate dossiers, 

leadership he denounced the Smdentffon- Martin Luther King rescued tfielanguage 
Violent Co-Ordinating Committee (SNCC) from their clotted and conspiratorial style 


nesses past and present To take the two 
polar opposites, then, there is no discern- 


tween Kennedy's’ Mobbed-up sex-life and 


and echoed the claim that foey were ‘sons of 
bitches’. He then sent a former West Point a bill coming due, to foe descendants ofits 
football coach as a ‘non-binding* mediator slaves, which it was morally obliged to re- 
between foe>bombers and foe bombed be- deem. There was unlikely' to be domestic 
fore declaring that; realty, "he could do no tranquillity, or foe timely redemption of that 

bill, if a grossly expensive warofaggrsssion 
•never rcallv forgave him for this and was being prosecuted with a c.unpugnof 
lapmihtinns He watched foe Presi- lies And nuclear wirfart, or du. threat of 
funeral on television in 1 hotel room it, was unpardonable because it would be 
’ foe l imtr>s showed Jackie sinking suiude.mdgenoeidc at rhesunetimeVFor 

cnees before thecoflin.hewjsheard these views he went to jail in JFK’s New 
irk Look ither Seeking him ofionc I ronticr, hid his telephone tapped bv Bobby 
it ’ 1 say heard to remark’ l** '•"<-« v ui. 1 _ 1 ■■ T 




King never really forgave him for this and 
other capiuhtions He watched foe Presi- 
dent^ funeral on television in 1 hotel room 
and, is foe e imtr’s showed Jackie sinking 

.u e.r 1 m 1 , 


Bill Glinton ha&ishowni himRplf pmm i s r- 
UOUS about things like campaign finanrp 
and also about thingrjike women met in a 
hurry along foe trail. The two thing s may 
bear only an allegorical relationship" A baf 
fled New York limes reporter notedTrom 
the heartland in foe last diys of Jinuarv 

*T im<» 111/1 imin nnnnl . aI J >L I 


Kcnnedv’s infidelities is evidence that sex- 
ual conduct had little to do wuh leadership 
capabilities ’ This, as authors as different 
dy 


aecunre - trick was picked up by the FBI » commit suicide Whjt tlicn is the link icd as contused as it i 

men who were mamt lining their suned lgc between the -pm itc life of politicians robe 





